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Six Items that Separate RHGCD from other golf course design offices:

1. HIGHEST VALUED GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS
In 2010, internationally acclaimed Go/f Inc. Magazine ranked our office as the highest valued
international golf course architects practlcmg world-wide compared to all other golf course
architects. We have created or are creating some of the world’s most spectacular golf courses but
at construction costs much lower than other golf course architects.

2. WORLD'S TOP GLOBAL INNOVATORS

In 2013, internationally acclaimed Go/f In 2gazine ranked our office as the most innovative
course architects practicing world-wnde We are the best innovators in golf course design.

3. UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Our president and chairman, Raymond Hearn, is the only golf course architect practicing world wide

with university degrees and training in: golf course architecture, landscape architecture, land
planning, civil engineering, tutfgrass science, hydrology, turfgrass science, soil science and
horticulture. No other golf course architect has this unique educational training.
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Agriculture & Landscape

Superintendent: ~ Ben Kelnhofer, GCSAA

Tees: Bent Grass
Mowed at a height of 0.5 inches

Fairways: Bent Grass
Mowed at a height of 0.5 inches

Greens: A4 Bent Grass
Mowed at a height of .090 inches

Rough Bluegrass
Mowed at a height of 2.0 inches

Native Areas: Fine Fescue
Sodwall Bunkers: Blend of Tall Fescue & Blue Grass
Bunker Sand: Waupaca Deep Face Bunker Sand

Rock Walls: Lannon Stone

Mistwood Golf Club | 1700 W. Renwick Rd. | Romeoville, IL o















Course Renovation
Highlights of the 2011-2012 golf course renovation include:

- Deepened three shallow lakes
- Increased shot value and strategy on every hole
- Constructed new bunkers, tees and collars
- Added 19 sod-wall bunkers
- Constructed several new stone bridges & rock walls
- Lengthened the course to over 7,040 yards
- Completely renovated the 3rd Hole and the driving range
- Added new drainage and irrigation
- Construction of a 5,000 square foot Mistwood Performance Center

Mistwood Golf Club | 1700 W, Renwick Rd. | Romeoville, IL w
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By Neal Kotlarek

Don’t believe for a moment that F. Scott
Fitzgerald knew what he was talking about
when he asserted that “there are no second acts
in American lives.” In just the past 12 months
alone, architect Ray Hearn has proven the au-
thor’s premise wrong not just once, but twice.

bunkers take players on a journey
across the pond to the great seaside
s links of Ireland and Scotland.

ﬂyear ago, Hearn completed his renovation of the remarkable Island Hills Golf Club

in Centreville, Michigan, which he originally designed in 1998. This spring, Hearn
completed extensive renovations on Mistwood Golf Course in Romeoville, which he originally designed
15 years ago. Already considered by most Chicago area golfers to be among the state’s top 10 publicly
accessible courses, the new version is longer, more dynamic, more attractive and—simply put—better.

“I've been blessed,” Hearn admitted in an interview days before the course’s grand re-opening in
mid-June. “To be provided a chance by [owner] Jim McWethy to upgrade the course, lengthen it, address
some drainage issues and make it more appealing is a designer’s dream come true,” he added.

Fact is that the entire project—with a budget of $6 million when finished—was far more than a
renovation. Beyond stretching the course from a relatively modest 6,701 yards to 7,028 yards, Hearn
gave it a unique new look with the addition of 19 stacked sod-wall bunkers that both add drama to the
playing experience and utterly transform Mistwood’s aesthetics. “Even though the term ‘links’ specifi-
cally references the linking of land to a large body of water,” Hearn said, “lots of players at the club
have stated that Mistwood had a ‘links-style feel” to it. So we thought it would enhance the experience
if bunkers that reflected that feel were added.”

The beauty and challenge of those bunkers take players on a journey across the pond to the great
seaside links of Ireland and Scotland. The star attraction of this grouping proudly lurks in front of the
12th hole green. “That bunker defines the hole,” Hearn stated. And indeed, the par-4 would parallel
countless other such dogleg right holes without this stunning obstacle—a pit over 10 feet deep that
calls upon its victims to hit arguably the most creative blast shot in all of Illinois golf.

Hearn said that McWethy’s eye for detail makes the aforementioned bunker shot far easier to ex-
ecute than it would first appear. “Jim wanted sand in these bunkers that allows a club to glide through
instead of getting stuck,” he said. “Lots of top private clubs use Waupaca Steep Face sand because it
eliminates fried egg shots and doesn’t blow around on windy days. It’s used at Mistwood to make
bunker shots a little less formidable.”




The work that Ray
did incorporating
the sod bunkers and
the improvements he
made to each hole are
spectacular.

While some of the new bunkers add ad-
ditional drama and force long hitters to think twice
before whaling away with their drivers, others frame
fairways or serve as directional beacons off the tees. The
end result is not just pleasing to the eye; these bunkers
somehow look as if they belonged on the property all

along.

One other obvious aesthetic improvement was still
in process as the course re-opened. McWethy and Hearn
toured three quarries to locate the sparkling white
Lannon stone that will be used to construct two bridges
and dry-stacked retaining walls on parts of the estate’s two
expanded lakes. The end result will make Mistwood look
as stately and elegant as any publicly accessible facility
in the Midwest.

A view from the 1st tee quickly displays the extent
of the course renovations. Players are given the option
of hitting a tee shot to the left side of the fairway over a
burn that bisects the landing area on a sharp diagonal,
or play short to the right side to avoid the hazard. This
theme of multiple routes is repeated across the front nine
with bisected fairways providing different avenues to the
flagstick on two other holes.

The short par-4 No. 2 introduces players to the course’s
stacked sod-faced bunkers. Previously a relatively open
dogleg left, the hole is no much tighter as two deep bunkers
reside in the middle of the fairway between the green and
the landing area. While neither hazard is in play on the
approach shot, both serve to guard against any possibility
of reaching this green off the tee.

Highlighting the front nine is the 566-yard par-5
nicknamed “Royal Split” as two fairways provide multiple
routes to the hole. Play left and you avoid water that runs
from tee to green. Yet that route provides additional peril
as a long approach shot to a well-protected green puts the
lake to the rights side of the putting surface in play.

The aforementioned No. 12 serves as an excellent ex-
ample of the extensive remodeling performed on the course,
While a lake previously snaked along the left side of this
fairway, that same body of water has now been expanded
to weave across this fairway and protect the rights side of
the landing area as well as the left side. While players have
been forewarned about the bunker in front of this green,
two other shallower stacked sod-faced bunkers also protect
the left side of the tee shot’s landing area.

The 527-yard No. 18 is like the grand finale of a fire-
works display. While only one new bunker was added to
this well-protected par-5, all of the former bunkers have
been provided a face-lift and two of the greenside bun-
kers were made into stacked sod-faced bunkers. Once a
formality, a par on this hole is now a triumph.

According to Dan Phillips, Director of Golf and
Instruction at Mistwood, early reviews by both long-
time members and the general public have been virtually
unanimous in heaping praise on the new-look layout. “I'm
sure that a number of members who loved the original
Mistwood were originally a bit skeptical of all of the con-
struction being done to their golf course,” he said. “But
now that the majority of the work is completed, they can
truly appreciate Jim’s commitment to excellence and

Ray’s creative vision.



“Simply put,” Phillips
said, “everyone raves about the
changes and they now understand
why we put all of this effort into mak-
ing Mistwood better than it’s ever been.”

Owner McWethy seconded Phillips’
comments. “I couldn’t be happier with how
everything has come together on this proj-
ect and believe we now have one of the top
and most unique golf experiences in the
Chicago area,” said McWethy. “The work
that Ray did incorporating the sod bunkers
and the improvements he made to each
hole are spectacular.”

The course renovations are in fact
only Phase 1 of a 3-Phase project en-
vision by McWethy, who also owns the
Bolingbrook Sports Dome. The next
phase calls for the construction of a
state-of-the-art learning center com-
plete with practice green, indoor and out-
door hitting bays, simulators and swing
analysis equipment. The property has
always had a strong teaching program
led by Phillips, PGA General Manager
Andy Krajewski, head PGA professional
Visanu Tongwarin and assistant PGA
professional Chris loriatti.

Phase 3 will see the construction
of a 32,000-square-foot clubhouse with
Scottish castle accents that will feature
dining and banquet facilities among other
amenities.

While the completion of the project
will culminate a project that started in
earnest just last August, the property
centerpiece will remain the golf course.
“Anyone who liked the old Mistwood has
to come back and play the new Mistwood,”
Hearn stated. “It’s not just a great test of
skills anymore,” he asserted. “It’s now a
great golf experience.”

Mistwood will very quickly test the
skills of the state’s best women golfers
when it hosts the Phil Kosin Illinois
Women’s Open July 25 — 27. Organizers
expect the 54-hole event to draw over 100
of the Midwest’s premier amateurs and
professionals to the event that is celebrat-
ing its 18th year.

For tee times and more information
on Mistwood Golf Course, visit the prop-
erty’s website at www.mistwoodgolf.

net or call 815-254-3333.

Heated Pool &> The Midwest's
Fully-stocked Store only PADI 5-star

Snorkeling Career Center
Birthday Parties Founded in 1974 by

Patrick Hammer
PADI Platinum Course Director

16336 S 104th Avenue * Orland Park, IL « 708.226.1614
www.scubaemporium.com
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